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The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
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Web:  www. goodshepherdels.org

202 North Kenwood Blvd. 	Pastor Christian Walz
Indianola, Iowa 50125	             Cell Phone: 507-217-6158
Phone:  515-962-0351	Email:  cwalz@blc.edu  
Office Hours: Tues-Fri  9-12pm........................Please call anytime to (Hours subject to change)	  set up an appointment
	
February 7, 2021		Epiphany 4	
Welcome to Worship
Thanks for worshipping with us today!  Please put your name in our visitor register at the entrance.  If you desire a visit with the pastor please let him know or call his phone number to set up an appointment.

Service Theme for This Morning
Why follow him? Jesus shows his glory by his triumph over the devil. In his own day he sometimes did that openly for many to see. He still does it just as effectively but in a less public, less obvious way. Just as his victory made manifest his glory then, so it does now. Just as then, so now, everything is accomplished through his Word.

The Order of Holy Communion	Page 15

The Opening Hymn 	No.  126
“Arise and Shine in Splendor”
The Confession of Sins and Absolution	Please Rise

The Introit 
[image: ]
All:  (♫) Worship Him, all you gods; Zion 
`hears and is glad.  
The daughters of Judah rejoice because of Your 
`Judgements, O Lord.  
The Lord reigns, let 
`the earth rejoice; 
Let the multitudes of the 
`isles be glad.  

Gloria Patri
All: (♫)  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Kyrie	Page 17

The Gloria in Excelsis	Page 17
				
The Salutation 	Page 19


The Collect for the Day.
Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (♫) Amen.

The Small Catechism  	4th Petition Lord’s Prayer page 7	
The Old Testament Lesson 	    Deuteronomy 18:15-20
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brother Israelites. Listen to him. That is exactly what you asked from the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly. You said, “Do not let me hear the voice of the Lord my God anymore, and do not let me see this great fire again, or I will die.” Then the Lord said to me, “They have done well by saying what they said. I will raise up a prophet for them from among their brothers, like you, and I will put my words in his mouth, and he will speak to them everything that I command him.  Anyone who will not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account.  Any prophet who presumes to speak something in my name that I have not commanded him to speak or who speaks something in the name of other gods—that prophet shall die.”
The Gradual
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ALL:  (♫)  `Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has `anointed me 
to preach good news. 
`Alleluia.


The Epistle	1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. If anyone supposes that he knows something, he does not yet know the way he ought to know.  But if anyone loves God, this person has been known by him. So, concerning the eating of food from idol sacrifices, we know that an idol is not anything real in the world and that there is no God but one.  Indeed, even if there are so-called “gods,” whether in the heavens or on earth (as in fact there are many “gods” and many “lords”), nevertheless for us there is one God—the Father, from whom all things exist and we exist for him—and one Lord—Jesus Christ, through whom all things exist and we exist through him. However, that knowledge is not in everyone. Instead some, who are still affected by their former habit with the idol, eat the food as something sacrificed to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. Food will not bring us closer to God. We do not lack anything if we do not eat, nor are we better off if we do.  And be careful that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.  For if someone sees you, a person who has knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of this man, weak as he is, be emboldened to eat food from an idol sacrifice?  You see, the weak person is being destroyed by your knowledge—the brother for whose sake Christ died!  And when you sin in this way against your brothers and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ.  Therefore, if food causes my brother to sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I do not cause my brother to sin.

The Triple Hallelujah 	Page 20





The Gospel	Matthew 14:22-33
Congr: (♫)Glory be to Thee, O Lord!
Immediately Jesus urged the disciples to get into the boat and to go ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd.  After he had dismissed the crowd, he went up onto the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone.  By then the boat was quite a distance from shore, being pounded by the waves because the wind was against it.  In the fourth watch of the night, Jesus came toward them, walking on the sea.  When the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified and cried out in fear, “It’s a ghost!”  But Jesus spoke to them at once, saying, “Take heart! It is I! Do not be afraid.” Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” Jesus said, “Come!” Peter stepped down from the boat, walked on the water, and went toward Jesus.  But when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid. As he began to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand, took hold of him, and said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  When they got into the boat, the wind stopped.  Those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God!”
Pastor:  Here ends the Gospel
Congr: (♫)Praise be to Thee, O Christ!

The Nicene Creed									    Page 22	                                                                        	 
The Chief Hymn	No. 383
“Seek Where Ye May to Find a Way”	

The Sermon                                     	                           Mark 1:21-28
Then they went into Capernaum. On the next Sabbath day, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach.  They were amazed at his teaching, because he was teaching them as one who has authority and not as the experts in the law.  Just then there was a man with an unclean spirit in their synagogue. It cried out,  “What do we have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” Jesus rebuked the spirit, saying, “Be quiet! Come out of him!” The unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions, and after crying out with a loud voice, it came out of him.  Everyone was so amazed that they began to discuss this with each other. They said, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits, and they obey him!”  News about him spread quickly through all the region of Galilee.
	
The Offertory- Create in Me	Page 12

The Prayer of the Church

The Sacrament of the Altar
Good Shepherd practices "closed communion."  Closed communion is the Biblical Practice of admitting to communion only those members of the congregation who are in good standing (who confess sin, seek to turn away from it, and trust in Jesus for forgiveness) and those who are completely united with the congregation in faith and understanding.
Closed communion protects those who do not understand the danger of communing without self-examination or without recognizing the presence of the Lord's body and blood with the bread and wine.  Therefore, we invite all members in good standing of an ELS or WELS congregation to join in Holy Communion with us, and we ask that all others please refrain and speak to the Pastor.  Thank you for respecting our Biblical practice.

The Preface	Page 24
The Sanctus	Page 26
The Lord's Prayer	Page 27
The Words of Institution
The Pax Domini
The Agnus Dei	Page 28
The Distribution

The Distribution Hymn	No. 312
“Lord Jesus Christ, Thou Living Bread”

The Nunc Dimittis	Page 29
The Thanksgiving
The Salutation
The Benediction 

The Closing Hymn	No. 400
“Take My Life and Let it Be”	


Serving    This  Week-  February 7, 2021	
Preacher	Pastor Walz
Organist	Susan Glick
Ushers 	Jeff Becker & Wyatt Becker
Acolyte	Wyatt Becker
Cleaners	Susan Glick

Serving    Next  Week-  February 14, 2021	
Preacher	Pastor Walz
Organist	Joy Rubenking
Ushers 	Ryan Becker & Colton Becker
Acolyte	Gabriel Neely
Cleaners	Susan Glick		
				
News and Notes

Sunday 2/7	9:00am           Divine Service with Communion
	10:00am         Family Bible Class in Sanctuary
Sunday 2/14	9:00am           Divine Service 
	10:00am         Family Bible Class in Sanctuary
Wednesday 2/17	7:00pm           Ash Wednesday Communion Service	
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