October 25, 2026 Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity

Service Theme for Today

We will celebrate Reformation today, singing A Might Fortress in Our
God. An important point to remember as we celebrate the
Reformation is our love, love for God, receiving His truth and trusting
in Him. And love for our neighbor, teaching him the truth so that he
will believe in Jesus and receive salvation.

The Order of Matins Page 32

The Opening Hymn No. 390
“Drawn to the Cross, which Thou Hast Blest”

The Versicles, The Invitatory, The VenitePage 32, Please
Rise

Hymn No. 392
“Blest is the Man, Forever Blest”

Psalm 1 (read in unison.)

1 Blessed is the man

Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners,

Nor sits in the seat of the scornful,

2But his delight is in the law of the Lord,
And in His law he meditates day and night.
3He shall be like a tree



Planted by the rivers of water,

That brings forth its fruit in its season,

Whose leaf also shall not wither;

And whatever he does shall prosper.

4The ungodly are not so,

But are like the chaff which the wind drives away.

®> Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment,
Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

® For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,

But the way of the ungodly shall perish.

Gloria Patri

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Small Catechism: Ninth Commandment, page 3

First Lesson Genesis 4:1-16 (NKJV)
4 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore
Cain, and said, “I have acquired a man from the Lord.” 2 Then
she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 3 And in
the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an
offering of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 4 Abel also
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the
Lord respected Abel and his offering, ° but He did not respect
Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his



countenance fell.

®So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has
your countenance fallen? ” If you do well, will you not be
accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And
its desire 1s for you, but you should rule over it.”

8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass,
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his
brother and killed him.

® Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?”
He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

10 And He said, “What have you done? The voice of your
brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground. ** So now
you are cursed from the earth, which has opened its mouth to
receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 2 When you till
the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you. A
fugitive and a vagabond you shall be on the earth.”

13 And Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I
can bear! * Surely You have driven me out this day from the
face of the ground; I shall be hidden from Your face; | shall be
a fugitive and a vagabond on the earth, and it will happen that
anyone who finds me will kill me.”

15 And the Lord said to him, “Therefore, whoever kills Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And the Lord set
a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding him should kill him.

16 Then Cain went out from the presence of the Lord and dwelt
In the land of Nod on the east of Eden.

Second Lesson 2 John 1-6 (NKJV)



1 The Elder,

To the elect lady and her children, whom | love in truth, and
not only I, but also all those who have known the truth,

2 because of the truth which abides in us and will be with us
forever:

3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God the
Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father,
In truth and love.

*1 rejoiced greatly that | have found some of your children
walking in truth, as we received commandment from the
Father. > And now | plead with you, lady, not as though |
wrote a new commandment to you, but that which we have
had from the beginning: that we love one another. ® This is
love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is
the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning,
you should walk in it.

Gospel Lesson Matthew 22:34-46 (NKJV)
34 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 Then one of them, a
lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying,

36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”
37 Jesus said to him, ““You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’

38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the
second 1s like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.”



41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked
them, 42 saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose
Son 1s He?”

They said to Him, “The Son of David.”

43 He said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call
Him ‘Lord,’ saying:

44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at My right hand,

Till I make Your enemies Your footstool” *?

45 If David then calls Him ‘Lord,” how is He his Son?”’

46 And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that
day on did anyone dare guestion Him anymore.

Here ends the Gospel lesson.

P: But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.
C: (J)Thanks be to Thee, O Lord!

The Chief Hymn No. 391
“Blessed Are the Sons of God”

The Sermon
The Offerings
The Canticle: The Te Deum Laudamus Page 35

Prayers, Kyrie, and The Lord's Prayer Page 39



The Salutation and Collect for Grace Page 40
The Benedicamus
The Benediction

The Closing Hymn No. 262
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”



